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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
MINERALS MANAGEMENT SERVICE

NTL No.  98-6N Effective Date: April 1, 1998

NOTICE TO LESSEES AND OPERATORS OF FEDERAL OIL AND GAS LEASES
IN THE OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF

Performance Measures for OCS Operators and Form MMS-131

The purpose of this notice is to inform lessees and operators of Federal oil and gas leases in the
Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) that the Minerals Management Service (MMS) intends to collect
data on a voluntary basis related to performance measures developed by a joint Government/
industry workgroup.

In a collaborative effort with representatives of 17 oil and gas companies, representatives of
five trade associations; American Petroleum Institute (API), Offshore Operators Committee
(OOC), Independent Petroleum Association of America (IPAA), International Association of
Drilling Contractors (IADC), and National Oceans Industries Association (NOIA), and the
U.S. Coast Guard, MMS developed a set of performance measures intended to:  1) determine if
OCS safety and environmental performance is improving over time through the implementation of
the Safety and Environmental Management Program (SEMP) on the OCS, 2) provide an industry
average and range for various quantitative measures against which companies can compare
themselves, 3) give MMS assurance that an operator’s safety and environmental performance is
improving, and 4) provide comparison data on which companies with good performance can base
requests to MMS for specific regulatory relief.  A summary of the performance measures is
attached.  You can find the complete report with detailed definitions on the MMS Web site at
http://www.mms.gov/omm/safety.html.    

Like the implementation of SEMP, participation in the performance measures effort is voluntary. 
However, the quality of the information that can be garnered from analysis of the data depends on
the widespread support of this effort.  The MMS has a great deal of the necessary information
that it currently collects under regulation.  The MMS does not have the information requested on
the attached Form MMS-131. 
 
The MMS will use the information collected to work with industry representatives to identify
“pacesetter” companies who would be requested to make presentations at periodic workshops. 
Knowing how the offshore operators as a group are doing and where your own company ranks
will provide company management with information to focus your continuous improvement
efforts.  This should lead to more cost-effective prevention actions.  This information will also
provide offshore operators and organizations with a credible data source to demonstrate how well
the industry and individual companies are doing to those outside of the industry.  The MMS can














